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The Deadly Counterfeit Drug Trade 
Thrives in Tennessee
Counterfeit pills, intravenous and injectable medications have injured and even killed Tennessee patients.
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Footnotes

1. Ben Benton, “Probe Nets 2 Arrests, Seizure of Pills... ,” 
http://bit.ly/2ybmqsu.

2. “PAST 72 HOURS: Massive Increase in Overdose ...,” 
http://bit.ly/2lc3Qax.

3. See citation list that accompanies the map, above.
4. “FDA Issues Letters to Doctors...,” http://bit.ly/2DqFh4c; 

“Historical Information: FDA Issues Letters to Doctors...,” 
http://bit.ly/2rkvR5s.

5. “Johnson City Physician Sentenced To Serve Two Years In 
Prison For Unapproved Foreign Drugs,” U.S. Department 
of Justice, June 11, 2013, http://bit.ly/2JzYR1M.

6. Jeanne Whalen, “Turkish Drug Exporter Ozay Draws U.S. 
Scrutiny,” The Wall Street Journal, April 7, 2014, 
http://on.wsj.com/2DAzKsM.

Unregulated prescription drugs—counterfeit Avastin, fake Botox, and others—
have sprung up in communities across Tennessee. Between 2012 and 2016, 52 
diff erent medical practices in Tennessee were among more than 3,000 nationwide that 
were implicated in various black-market supply chains associated with counterfeit 
cancer treatments and other therapies.4 In 2012, Dr. William Kincaid, a Johnson City 
oncologist, pleaded guilty to using non FDA-approved medicines on his patients.5

Families of his patients will never be sure whether their loved one’s lives were cut short 
by fake medicines smuggled into the country by profi teers.6

Since 2015, the country has seen a terrible upsurge in counterfeit prescription 
pills laced with fentanyl or its deadlier variants. Even a fraction of a single pill can 
mean death in less than 30 minutes of ingesting it. In July 2017, police in Coalmont 
arrested two individuals who allegedly distributed over 100,000 illegal prescription 
pills and counterfeit pills made with fentanyl.1 On a single day in June 2016, authorities 
in Rutherford County saw 15 overdoses and one death caused by counterfeit Percocet 
pills laced with fentanyl.2 Newspapers have reported deaths in Antioch, Clarksville 
and Murfreesboro, but many more Tennessee residents have likely died of fentanyl 
poisoning after encountering these pills because not all pill deaths are investigated for 
counterfeit drugs, and not all families publicly share their losses.3

The only way to protect Americans from these dangers is to protect and strengthen 
the closed U.S. supply chain, which holds drug manufacturers accountable for 
safety regulations.

To see a list of counterfeit drug incidents in Tennessee between 2010 and 2018, please consult 
our 2018 Infosheet.
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Counterfeit drug smugglers lined their own pockets by infi ltrating the illicit opioid 
market and the prescription drug supply to the detriment of Tennessee’s residents.



Towns and Counties with Fentanyl Pill Events
ANTIOCH: Brett Kelman, ”TED Talks, the Darknet and Killer Pills: A Life and 
Death in Nashville,” The Tennessean, November 19, 2018, http://bit.ly/2XKRatv.

CLARKSVILLE: Criminal Complaint, U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida, 
Case No. 6:16-mj-01520-KRS, http://bit.ly/36Ojcsg.

COALMONT: Ben Benton, “Probe Nets 2 Arrests, Seizure of Pills, Guns and Cash in 
Grundy, Marion Counties,” Times Free Press, July 27, 2017, http://bit.ly/2ybmqsu.

COOKEVILLE: “Warning Issued About Counterfeit Prescription Pills,” The 
Chattanoogan, February 8, 2016, http://bit.ly/2t3xJx7.

KNOXVILLE: Lauren Davis, “Deadly New “Super Pill” Found in Knoxville,” WVLT 
8, March 31, 2016, http://bit.ly/2LQdxq3.

Madison: “Six Sentenced to Federal Prison in Deadly Fentanyl Distribution 
Conspiracy,” U.S. Department of Justice, July 2, 2019, http://bit.ly/2O9XNkw.

MURFREESBORO: “PAST 72 HOURS: Massive Increase in Overdose Cases in 
Murfreesboro,” WGNSradio.com, July 7, 2016, http://bit.ly/2lc3Qax.

RED BOILING SPRINGS: Jessie Williams, “Drugs & Pill Press Seized: Approx. 2,000 
Pills Made Daily,” Macon County Chronicle, April 30, 2019, http://bit.ly/2q8kyh4.

SULLIVAN COUNTY: Robert Sorell, “Potentially Deadly Drugs Halted En Route to 
Sullivan County,” Bristol Herald Courier, February 13, 2018, http://bit.ly/2JyrsV6.

Reported Fentanyl Pill Deaths
ANTIOCH: Brett Kelman, ”TED Talks, the Darknet and Killer Pills…,” 
http://bit.ly/2XKRatv.

CLARKESVILLE: Criminal Complaint, U.S. District Court,... http://bit.ly/36Ojcsg.

MURFREESBORO: “PAST 72 HOURS: Massive Increase in Overdose Cases...,” 
http://bit.ly/2lc3Qax.

Black Market and Counterfeit Cancer Drugs
FDA Warning Letters
“FDA Issues Letters to Doctors Who May Have Purchased Counterfeit or 
Unapproved Prescription Drugs,” U.S. Food and Drug Administration, last updated 
July 3, 2019, http://bit.ly/2DqFh4c.

“Historical Information: FDA Issues Letters to Doctors Who May Have Purchased 
Counterfeit or Unapproved Prescription Drugs, 2012–2014,” U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, last updated July 2, 2019, http://bit.ly/2rkvR5s.

Criminal Prosecutions
CHATTANOOGA: “Offi  ce Manager For Chattanooga Cancer Treatment Center 
Pleads Guilty to Ordering Drugs Not Approved by the FDA,” The Chattanoogan, 
August 2, 2016, http://bit.ly/2HJmxLr.

DICKSON: “Dickson, Tennessee Medical Practice to Pay More Than Half A Million 
Dollars to Settle False Claims Act Allegations,” U.S. Department of Justice, February 
23, 2015, http://bit.ly/2sT7NFk.

JOHNSON CITY: “Johnson City Physician Sentenced To Serve Two Years In Prison 
For Unapproved Foreign Drugs,” U.S. Department of Justice, June 11, 2013, 
http://bit.ly/2JzYR1M.

Misbranded/Counterfeit Botox

FDA Warning Letters
“FDA Issues Letters to Doctors ...,” http://bit.ly/2DqFh4c.

“Historical Information: FDA Issues Letters to Doctors…,” http://bit.ly/2rkvR5s.

Other Drugs and Pill-Press Seizures
KINGSPORT: “Pharmacist’s Plea: Kidney Dialysis Patients Received Misbranded 
Drugs,” U.S. Department of Justice, May 21, 2013, http://bit.ly/2HM1QhP.

KINGSTON: Damon Lawrence, “Details Emerge About Pill Ring,” Roane County 
News, May 31, 2018, http://bit.ly/2KBuKpe.

MEMPHIS: Eryn Taylor and Shay Arthur, “Thousands of Fake Viagra, Cialis Pills 
Confi scated During Memphis Drug Bust,” WREG-TV, January 17, 2019, 
http://bit.ly/2OjYZ59; Offi  cial Notifi cation, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 
April 1, 2019, http://bit.ly/34JY44y; Offi  cial Notifi cation, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, February 28, 2019, http://bit.ly/2Csj1EU.

MURFREESBORO: Katie Grunik, “Murfreesboro Man, Woman Arrested with $1.3 
Million in Xanax Pills,” Fox17 Nashville, April 10, 2018, http://bit.ly/33SwMZN.

NASHVILLE: “Police Find More Than 6,600 Potentially Deadly Heroin Pills in Drug 
Bust,” WMPT Fox 43, September 1, 2019, http://bit.ly/2Kr2TrT; “Former President 
of Cumberland Distribution, Inc. Sentenced to 15 Years in Federal Prison for $50 
Million Drug Diversion Scheme,” U.S. Department of Justice, July 17, 2018, 
http://bit.ly/2CLyzDV; Alexandra Koehn, “Local Woman Dies After Taking 
Counterfeit Xanax,” News Channel 5 Nashville, February 10, 2016, 
http://bit.ly/2KAjGsg.
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