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A Facebook user displayed their product for sale along with a phone with a date to show
current availability. Commission members reported this account to in May 2022, and P 87views 0:02/0:06 <y & 7
Facebook’s moderators responded twice that it did not violate community guidelines.

A TikTok user posts a video about their illegal drug
availability. The products they sell are almost certainly
deadly counterfeit versions of actual controlled substances.
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Indrug slang, “bars” are Xanax pills, so named because This trafficker has a presence on Snapchat, Wickr, Instagram, and a traditional website.
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reports that people have died
in at least 21 states after buying
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A personal note from
Steve Filson and Amy Neville

Every week we meet parents whose children, like ours, were murdered by drug sellers trafficking
on social media. Social media has become a comfortable way for online traffickers to discover and
market to new customers. Because social media users trend young, the victims of these traffickers
are trending younger too.

Drug traffickers use all of the tools and platforms of social media, from still images to video, with
the same ease that others use them to post adorable kitten videos. Like any other kind of business,
dealers use social media to recruit customers, advertise products, and drive sales. Some traffickers
run small, local operations. Others operate multistate rings and coordinate sales across multiple
social media channels.

We thought that social media companies wouldn’t stand for drug traffickers on their platforms
killing our children—and dozens of others. Despite our pleas, and those of so many other victims'
families, and despite the subsequent promises of almost every major social media platform,
organizations who track these deaths report that the problem is still growing.

How many more grieving parents are enough? It’s unclear when we will reach the threshold for
social media giants to take meaningful action.

However, platforms could act today. From our research with law enforcement, parent safety
groups, and anti-child pornography advocates, we have identified concrete changes social media
companies can implement now to thwart illicit drug sales.

We are grateful for our fellow Commission members’ participation in recruiting subject experts
and developing recommendations. The Commission offers these recommendations for voluntary
implementation or possibly new legislation to protect our children.
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Steven Filson Amy Neville

Steve Filson's daughter Jessica died Amy Neville's 14-year-old son Alexander
after a drug dealer sold her cocaine died of fentanyl poisoning after a dealer
that she didn't know had been on Snapchat sold him a fake Oxycontin.

mixed with fentanyl.
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